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most difficult problem, as pan amalgamation would have been too expensive.
So far, the process has not achieved similar success in other countries, which to my mind proves that the ores on these fields contain the gold in a free condition ; and to further corroborate this view, I can state that at the Simmer and Jack mine the pyritic concentrates which are daily collected on the blankets yield by pan amalgamation 65 per cunt. Of course these blanketings contain a considerable amount of free gold which escapes from the copper plates.
Within the last few months, Messrs. Siemens and Halske have successfully introduced on the same fields their patented process, which consists in precipitating the gold by electricity on sheets of lead; and, owing to certain economical advantages, it may be anticipated that their process will prove a formidable rival to its predecessor. In the succeeding chapters \vill be found an account of the working details of these processes, including some of tho observations and researches of those gentlemen who have been most prominent in bringing them to their present state of perfection.
I must not conclude these remarks without expressing* my deep obligations to the several gentlemen—